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LIFE HISTORY OF

ELMER DELOSHUNTSMAN

I, ELM ER DELOS HUNTSMAN, am the
son of Elmer Ames Huntsman, who is the son of
| saiah Huntsman, who isthe son of James Huntsman,
who is the son of James Huntsman.

My mother's maiden name was Augusta Ann
Norton, who is the daughter of Isaac Norton, who
isthe son of John Warren Norton.

| was born at Annabella, Utah, July 24, 1901,
in a two room log house owned by my parents.
Father was aminer and worked in the cod minesa
Sunnyside at the time of my birth. | was blessed on
September 1st, 1901, by Delmar Nebecker.

When | was three years old, my father took
serioudy ill with gppendicitis and was immediately
rushed to Salt Lake City for surgery. When the
doctors operated, they found his appendix broken
and gave him no hope for recovery. We were
notified of his condition, and mother, with her
children, left for Sdt Lake City to see him. While
we were in Salt Lake we received word that our
home and dl it's contents had burned to the ground!
Somehow, Father learned of our home being
destroyed, and up until that time he hadn't had any
hope of ever leaving the hospitd dive. Heoffered a
prayer to the Lord in dl sincerity and humbleness
and told Him that he couldn't leave his family under
such circumstances, and he promised the Lord that
if He would preserve his life so that he could
establish his family again, he would spend the rest of
hislifein Hissarvice.  This promise he kept. After
offering this prayer, he began to improve and was
soon on hisway to recovery. Some of our relatives
cdled to see Father, and when he learned they were
ontheir way to Idaho to make their homes, he asked
them to wait a few days until he could gain more
strength and then he would go with them. They
agreed to wait. Father was soon released from the
hospital, and so on May 31, 1904, weleft for Idaho.
Father had to walk al theway because he could not

stand the jolt and bounce of the wagon. All thet he
had saved and owned went up in flamesin our little
home in Annabdla, Utah.

Father arrived in 1daho with fifty poundsof flour
and a quarter in his pocket, with a wife and five
children to support. Heworked for wagesfor some
time and then bought the farm in Woodville on June
3, 1905, (where Mother and Father lived until their
deaths). Father secured afew blacksmith tools and
started to do "blacksmithing’ to get a little extra
money to sudtain life. He cleared sage brush off the
farm in the day time and worked in the blacksmith
shop by lantern light a night in order to make the
payment on the farm.

At Sx years of age, | was sent to school with
my brother and sgter. | shal never forget my firgt
day at that one room school house. | was very
excited and nervous, and after school had taken up
and | was stting in adouble bench with my brother
Vern, | beganto cry. Theteacher, whowasWilliam
Bartlet, gave me a book to pacify me. | supposed
he gave it to meto read, and knowing that | couldn't
read, | burst into tears again. My brother Vern
asked me what the problem was, and | told him |
couldn't read that book and hetold me | didn't have
to...just look at the pictures.

I

I remember many experiences while attending
school. We went skating one noon on the
Woodville Cand. We went several miles up the
cand, and in doing SO we underestimated the time.
When we arrived back at schoal, it was 1:30 P.M.,
so we had to Say in after school severd nights for
this error in judgement.

| remember attending church at the Hdl on the
town-sght, which waslater used for amusement and
dancing, and then ill later it was turned into an
gpartment house by my brother Vern. They would
draw curtainsto separate the classes, and you could
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hear dl the teecherstaking a the same time. How
we ever got anything out of Sunday School under
those circumstances is more than | can understand,
but 1 remember many of my teachers and some of
the lessons that were impressed upon my mind, and
how they helped me keep in line with the Church.

Whenl waseight yearsof age, | wastakenwith
some other children, on a Saturday afternoon, to the
cand just in front of the one room school house to
be baptized. When | was smdler | fdl into a ditch
and it left me very much &fraid of water, especidly
large amounts of it, such as was in the cand. The
water wasriled, dirty, and running swiftly. | became
frightened and didn't want to be pushed under that
dirty water. | guess| created quite ascene and was
taken home unbaptized. My father thought that it
was pure stubbornness and told me hewoul dn't take
me again, but when | got ready to be baptized |
should make it known to him. It was one of my
Sunday School teachers, Harry Hurgt, that helped
me understand the purpose and importance of
baptism. | consented to baptism, and so on the 2nd
of September 1911, | was baptized by James P.
Fugd and was confirmed a member the following
day at Sacrament Meeting by the same brother.

| often think of the difference between then and
now. Now, the Bishop interviews the boy or girl
and they understand fully the purpose of the
ordinance before they are issued a certificate to be
baptized. Then they go to the font at the Stake
House, which is white and clean, are dressed in
white clothes, and step into clean warm water to be
baptized members of this great Church.

When | was a smdl boy, nine or ten years of
age, | was asked by my father to herd the pigs on
the wheat stubblewhile he hauled the newly threshed
grain to the mill. | made a smdl fire and was
roasting wheat heads and eating them when agust of
wind came up and spreed the fire into the stubble.
It was burning toward the straw stack and the whesat
that was sacked and piled by it. | tried to put thefire
out, but it soread fagter than | could extinguishit. So
| decided to cdll on the Lord for help. | knelt down
in the grain subble and prayed for help to stop the

fire. When | aroseto my feet and opened my eyes,
the fire was completely out! From that day to the
present time, | know that God hears and answers

prayers.

On another occasion when | was twelve years
old, | had a smilar experience. In order to make a
few dollars for clothes and for spending money, |
gathered up the neighborhood cows and herded
them on the sage brush ground north west of our
home, for $1.00 per head amonth. | was trying to
catch young jack rabbits one day and had run some
distance when | decided to get back to the cows.
No cowswerein sght! | looked in every direction
where they had grazed, but no cows could | find.
Agan | decided to pray for help in finding them. |
kndt and prayed, and as | stood up and looked, |
saw the cows coming up over the ridge toward me
about one haf mile away.

As a boy, | witnessed a miraculous heding
through administration by an Apostle. My younger
gder Zdia, contacted a dreadful disease called
Infantile Paralysis and had lost complete control of
her arms and legs. Our doctor said nothing more
could be done, and shewould be crippled therest of
her life. Father and Mother had great faith and
decided to take her to Stake Conference and have
the vigiting Brethren administer to her. After the
morning session, the Stake Presidency and Apostle
David O. McKay administered to her. Apostle
McKay seded the anointing and promised her she
would again use her limbs. Just afew daysafter the
conference, she used her aams some and one
morning as M other waswashing the morning dishes,
she looked in the front room, and my little Sster had
got hold of achair and pulled hersdf up done. She
was dtanding by the chair. In just afew days, with
some hdlp, she was walking again! At this writing
today, she is as norma as any woman and is the
mother of four children.

| was ordained a Deacon in the Aaronic
Priesthood the 10th of November 1913, by John M.
Rider. | shdl aways remember how proud | was
when| passed the sacrament thefirst time. Theonly
person | remember was my mother looking at me
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with asmile of gpprova and gratitude

We gathered Fast Offeringsin "kind" (whichis,
whatever the members had to offer: meet, butter,
eggs, sugar, chickens, and even clothing). Very few
paid cash. Inthe summer wewould ride our horses
and tie a clean white sack on our saddle. In the
sacks we would put whatever they gave us. In the
winter we would hitch ateam on adeigh and make
the rounds.

| remember holding Priesthood Mestings on
Monday nightsdown at the Hall. Joseph P. Bischoff
was Bishop at the time | was a deacon, and one
night he cdled me to the stand to talk. It scared me
nearly to death, and so it was some time before |
could get to my feet and walk up in front of the
Priesthood group. | had been taught to obey those
in authority over me by my parents and the Church,
so | obeyed. | don't remember what | said, but it
was very short. When | returned to my sedt, | was
happy that | obeyed asit helped give me strength to
carry on. Shortly after this, | was made President of
the Deacons Quorum.

| also took scouting under Scoutmaster George
H. Rissnmay during this period of my life |
remember how thrilled | was with Scouting and the
training | received.

| was ordained a Tescher in the Aaronic
Priesthood by George H. Risenmay, a counsdlor to
Bishop Bischoff, on the 5th of February 1917. |
remember vigting asaWard Teacher and remember
some of the men | had as partners. One partner,
Winfield Hurgt, strengthened my testimony by thelife
he lived and the fine way he did his Ward Teaching.
Because of him and the influence of some others, |
dways wanted to do my Ward Teaching. Others,
I'm sorry to say, weren't very good examples. It
was during this period of my life that many
temptations came. Some of my boyfriends Started
smoking. Some drinking of acohol would take
place in our groups at dances and elsewhere. |
didn't escape dl temptations, but somehow | was
ableto keep in the line of decency and attended to
my Priesthood Quorum duties.

| remember one Father and Son's Outing in the
Teton mountains. After breakfast, we started on a
hike to the top of Table Rock. My father was the
oldest manin the group, and | was surehewould not
makeit tothetop. About thirty minutes after thefirst
group arrived at the top, here came my father, and |
have never been so proud of him! It was announced
on the spot that my father was the oldest man to
climb to the top of Table Rock.

When | arrived at the age to be ordained a
Priest, | was considered worthy to be advanced. |
was ordained to that office on the 2nd of February
1920, by Winfield Hurst. It wasduring my Aaronic
Priesthood Quorum years that | remember many
happy experiences in the M.L.A. [Mutud
Improvement Association]. The Father and Son's
Outings were dl outstanding, and they were the
happiest trips | had ever taken. So many thanks to
my father for dways finding the timeto take us boys
onsuchoutings. Teking partintheM.l.A. playsand
going from ward to ward to put them on were so

very happy times.

When | was about eighteen, | had a very
unhappy experience. Our home caught fire and
burned to the ground. We were able to saveonly a
few pieces of furniture. | had just bought anew suit
and other clothes, and | had a set of drumswhich |
played in our family orchestra to make a little
gpending money. They dl went upinsmoke! It was
asad day, not only for me, but for my folkswho had
thar son Vernardinthe misson fied. With faithand
works, my brother wasableto finish hismisson, and
in a few years, Mother and Dad had built another
new home.

My father was not able to send meonamisson
when | was nineteen because of our home burning
down, but he promised me that he would send me
when he got a new one built. Thisis the reason |
was twenty-four before | was called to serve on my
misson.

OnApril 27,1924, | received the M e chizedek
Priesthood and was ordained and Elder by Lloyd
Bennett. | was sustained and set gpart as a
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counsdlor in the Elders Quorum Presidency of our
stake. At that time there was only one quorum of
Eldersin the Shelley Stake.

In the spring of 1925, | made my first trip to
St Lake City, Utah. It was in June, during the
M.l.A. Golden Jubilee Ceebration. How thrilled we
were as we marched in the parade as a group from
Idaho singing, "O, were from Idaho, Idaho. Up
where the big spuds grow.” Up until that time, | had
hardly been out of Woodville. LavaHot Springs, to
the south, was as far as | had been. | thought Salt
Lake City was about the largest city in the United
States.

In the spring of 1926, | recelved acdll fromthe
Prophet to serve in the Southern States Mission. |
left for Sdlt Lake City, in company with my brother
Vern, on the 17th of February 1926, where |
entered the misson home for a two week training
course, prior to my leaving for the misson fidd. As
I left, | couldn't hep thinking of how well my father
had kept his promise to the Lord. | was the third
son he was willing to send into themission field from
the proceeds of aforty acrefarm, and histithing was
aways full and honest.

During my mission in Tennessee, some of my
favorite companions were Quentin - Shumway,
Robert Gordon, and Donad Ellsworth. | labored
maodtly in the Chatenooga, Nashville, Knoxville and
Memphis areas. My misson was a difficult but
happy time for me. Witnessing God's children
accept the Gospel and go into thewaters of baptism
was a truly marvelous experience. | received an
honorable release from the mission on the 15th of
March 1928.

| reported my mission to the Ward on the 8th of
April 1928, and then on May 7th, to the Shelley
Stake.

That soring, | rented Father's farm. That year
we sold potatoes for only thirty-five cents per
hundred pounds. In September, after George H.
Risenmay was sustained as Bishop of the Ward, |
was chosen as Presdent of the Woodville Ward

M.LA.

In the spring of 1928, | first met my wife-to-be,
who was a sser to one of my missonary
companions, Quentin Shumway. He brought histwo
sgters, Nettie and Anona, out to our home for a
brief vist while their folks were in Idaho Falls on
business. Anonawaswearing adiamond a thetime,
but as she said "Hello" to me, | noticed her sweet
gnile We dl had a nice vist, and after they left, |
asked my mother which of the two girls she was
most impressed with. She commented, "Theoneon
the piano stoal," which was Anona.

Soon after that, | went to Treasureton, Utah, to
vigt the Shumways. | had made adate by mail with
Nettie. When | arrived a the Shumway Ranch, |
found Anona milking cows by hand. Instead of
being embarrassed, as most young girls would be,
she kept right on milking as she talked to me. Even
though she wasin her milking clothes, there wasthat
sweet smile, and she looked good to me. Shetold
me that she helped with the chores while the men
were busy intheharvest. Shetold mewherel could
find Quentin in the fidd.

The next afternoon, Quentin and his girl and
Nettie and | had planned a drive up Bear River
Canyon. We invited Anona to go dong with us.
Shewasn't wearing her diamond! She hesitated, but
we finally persuaded her to go dong. | told her
quietly that | wanted her to go as much as | wanted
Nettieto go. | sat betweenNettieand Anonain the
back of the car, and we had a good time. By the
end of the day, my attention had been diverted from
one lovely young lady to the other...I couldn't keep
my eyesoff of Anona. When wereturned homethat
evening, Nettietold her brother Quentin that 1 was
not interested in her, but wasinterested in her Sgter,
Anona

After | returned home, | wrote Anona and
asked her for a date. Through the persuasion of
Quentin and her family, Anona accepted. |
suggested that Quent come up and meet my sister
Zdiaand bring Nettie and Anona. Anona hesitated
to come because she thought | was interested in
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Nettie, and Quentin and Nettie weren't redly sure
which one | was interested in. They agreed to come
and decided ahead of time that which ever one |
chose to be with, the other would go dong and be a
good sport. Well, as we got ready to leaveto goto
the movie that evening, | opened the door of the car
and held the seat down so Quent and Zalia could get
in the back seat, and then | straightened the front
seat and took hold of Anonasarm and put her inthe
center beside me. | helped Nettie into the outside
seat...and then they knew!

At firg | fdt that Anona had no interest in me.
Besdes breaking her engagement, she adso had a
boyfriend in the mission field that she was interested
in, and she told me that she needed time to think
things over.

| drove the hundred and fifteen miles many
timesin my Durrant to court my lady fair. Inthefal,
onavigt to Treasureton, after thefamily had retired,
and while standing in front of the old cook stove
which we used for the warmth, | asked her to
marry me, and she accepted. | wasa happy man!

| drove down to get Anona and brought her
home with me to spend Chrisgmaswith my folksthat
winter, and then we drove back to Treasureton and
spent New Y ears with the Shumways. We had a
severe winter that year, and while | was there, we
had a heavy snow storm. When | got ready to
leave, Anonas dad told me he thought | had better
go around through Preston because he didn't think |
could cut across the hills to the highway. | didn't
ligento him and tried it anyway. | soon found out he
wasright. However by then, | could not turn around
to go back. It took me dl day to go eight miles. |
did alot of shoveing, backing up, praying, and more
shovding. | tore my snow chains into pieces and
findly wrapped a piece of barbed wire around the
tires. Eventudly | made it to the highway and went
on home, but it was a day to be remembered.

January 20, 1929, | was sustained as Ward
Chorigter. Because of heavy snow storms, most of
the roads were blocked dl winter long. | attended
Leadership Week at Ricks College in Rexburg,

Idaho. | had to go by train becausethe Y elowstone
Highway was blocked with snow. Seighs met the
crowd at the depot to take us to the College.

April 1, 1929, | started working for my brother
Wedey, for $85.00 amonth. | decided that working
for wages would be better than farming because of
the low farm prices.

Anonaand | were married on the 20th of June
1929, inthe Logan Temple. Present at our marriage
were my father and mother, Anonas father and
mother, her Grandmother Hymeas, her sster Hettie
Nedey, and sster-in-law Thelma Shumway. Our
fird home was the little house on my father's farm,
which was owned by my sigter, Oreta. Earlier that
spring, | had planted flowers in the little flower bed
godling my sweetheart'sname, "A N ON A." By
the time we were married, they were blooming and
| remember how thrilled shewaswhen | brought her
to look at our first home and she saw those flowers.
Our furniture conssted of a dresser and bed that |
had purchased prior to our marriage, an unpainted
table and chairs we were given as awedding gift, a
cupboard and a new Monarch Range we had
purchased. As a bonus with the range, we were
given new linoleum to cover our kitchen floor. We
had al the necessities, and we were happy in our
little love nest.

On Augugt 11, 1929, Anona was sustained as
Second Counsdor intheWard Y. W.M.ILA. (Young
Women Mutua Improvement Association)

After the spud crop was harvested in '29, we
moved to ldaho Falls, and we both obtained
employment. | worked at J.C. Penny's and Anona
worked at Wright's Department Store (whichisnow
known as C.C. Andersons). After the first of the
year, | was laid off and couldn't find employment.
My brother Vern had offered me ajob trucking on
a percentage basis, so we came back to Woodville.
| drove truck until oring and then decided to work
for Wedey agan. My sister needed the house we
had lived in before, 0 Wedey and | built anew two
room house on hisfarm for Anonaand I. Thiswas
our second home.
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| played the drums in the Hanson Dance
Orchestrafor afew yearsto earn someextramoney.
| dso did some vocd soloing with them.  Anona
would go with me and do some dancing, but | would
keep my eyes on her from my position behind the
drums.

Onthe29th of July 1930, my grandfather, Isaac
Norton, passed away. He had been living with my
parents at the time. He was 93 years of age a his
death, and he was the last of our grandparents. The
funerd services were held the 3rd of August 1930,
at Woodville, and he was buried in the Shelley
Cemetery.

In August therewas alull in the farm work, so
my brother let me off for aweek. Anonaand | took
a trip to Yelowstone Park. This was our
honeymoon! Whenwefirst got married, wewere so
busy and needed money so bad we hadn't taken
time for a honeymoon.

In September, | was chosen as Stake Music
Director of the M.I.A. and was released as Ward
President of the M.I.A. on November 9, 1930.

Our firgt baby was born the 23rd of November
1930. He was our pride and joy, and we named
hm Merill Ddos. We spent Christmas with
Anonas folks, and we took the first picture of our
baby on Chrisgmas day. While we were there in
Treasureton, the baby became serioudy ill with
bronchia pneumonia, and on the 5th of January
1931, he passed away. Our hearts were saddened,
but we knew that he was still our baby, and we
would be with him again. We buried him January
7th, 1931, in the Shelley Cemetery.

We rented afarm from my brother Vern, which
welater bought. OnMarch 1, 1931, wemoved into
our new location across the river from Woodville
near the south bank. We sold part of our potato
crop for thirty-five cents a sack in November, and
then in the spring of 1932, we sold the balance for
twelve and one-half cents per hundred pounds.
Hogs were then two and one-half centsand butterfat
only eghteen cents a pound. The nationd

depression was taking its toll.

On November 4, 1931, our second baby
blessed our home. Thistime, a baby girl weighing
gght and ahalf pounds. On December 6, | gave her
a Father's Blessing and a name. Her name was a
combinationof our names, Delosand Anona. 1t was
"Deona."

We next had two little sons who were to be
very good friends as they grew up and throughout
their lives. Thayne Shumway was born on the 13th
of October 1933, and Dae Robert wasborn onthe
25th of June 1935. Asthey grew up, they were a
big help to me on the farm.

On December 12, 1938, | was sustained as
Second Counsdlor to Bishop George H. Rissnmay.

In 1938, my father and mother'sfamily had one
of our outstanding Family Reunions. We chartered
abus, and adl of my brothers and ssters, and their
husbands or wives, went through Y élowstone Park
together. Weredly enjoyed oursalves. It was one
of the hagppiest experiences of my life. | would like
someday to do the same thing with my own family.

OnApril 17,1939, | wascalled by President J.
Berkley Larson to be Bishop of the Woodville
Ward. On November 19, 1939, | was sustained as
Bishop, with Walter Christensen as First Counsdlor
and A. Roy Summers as Second Counsdlor. April
14, 1940, | was ordained and set apart as Bishop by
Apostle Reed Smoot. He stated that he had known
and shook the hands of al the Presidents of the
Church except the Prophet Joseph Smith. So | had
the privilege of shaking the hand that had shaken the
hands of dl those wonderful prophets.

Our second daughter, Julene, was born on the
17th of January 1940. How happy Deona was to
have alittle Sger.

The first year | was Bishop, we beautified the
groundsof our chapel. On April 27, 1940, we took
the Aaronic Priesthood boys on a Stake Pilgrimage
to Clarkston, Utah, to take part in the unveiling of
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the new Martin HarrisMonument. Therewerethree
menthere who had known Martin personadly. They
were aBro. Godfrey, aBro. Simmon, and a Doctor
Stevenson.  Each had heard Martin Harris bear
testimony concerning the truthfulness of the Book of
Mormon.

September 1, 1940, | performed my first
marriage as Bishop. It was for Ernest Nelson and
Juanita Irene Crow.

September 3, 1940, | arted excavating for a
basement to add on to our home. | dug the
basement by mysdf with ateam of horsesand adip
scraper. We added a new bedroom, a bathroom
and a sun porch above the basement.

On the 12th of December 1944, we were
blessed with another precious baby girl, whom we
named Vanece. Each new baby was very welcome
into our family and brought us much joy.

On September 23, 1945, we attended, by
invitation, the dedicatory services of the Idaho Fdls
L.D.S. Temple. After serving five years as bishop,
| was released on December Sth, 1945.

In 1946, we were made members of the Shelley
First Ward, and | |eft the Woodville Ward in which
| had been raised and where | had lived for forty-
two years.

In September of 1946, | went with my father-
inlaw, Charles Shumway, my brother-in-law,
Clarence Nedey, and hisfriend, on atrip back east
to follow the Pioneer Trail westward. Our first place
of interest was Independence, Missouri. There we
met President Thomas E. Romney. He outlined the
placesin and around | ndependence that we might be
interested in seeing. Wefirg went north ten milesto
Liberty Jail, where the Prophet Joseph Smith and
others had been confined for many months. In
Richmond, we visited the graves of David Whitmer
in the City Cemetery, and Oliver Cowdery in what
iscdled "the Mormon Cemetery.” Herethe Church
had just erected alarge granite monument in memory
of the three witnesses and the Book of Mormon.

We then visted the Temple Ste at Far West. Just
north of Richmond, across the Crooked River, is
where David W. Patten waskilled. He wasthefirst
martyr of the Church. Weaso visted Adam-Ondi-
Ahman From there we crossed the Mississippi
River a Hanniba, Missouri, into Illinois and drove
north up the river to Nauvoo. We stayed that night
a the origind home of Loran Farr, who was
Presdent of the Seventies a Nauvoo. We visited
the homestead of the Prophet Joseph, wherehelived
from 1839 t0 1842, dso the Mansion House. From
there we went to the graves of the Prophet Joseph,
his wife Emma, and his brother Hyrum.

We then drove to Carthage where we were
takenthrough the Carthage Jail. Therewewent into
the cell where the Prophet Joseph, Hyrum, John
Taylor and Willard Richards were confined. We
saw the bullet hole through the door that hit John
Taylor, and we saw his blood stains on the floor. |
st in the window from which the Prophet legped as
he was shot and killed.

We then started west, following the Pioneer
Tral as near as possible. The next mgjor place of
interest was when we arived at Council Bluffs.
Here we visited the Chieftain Hotel where we were
shown the Historical Room. It was dedicated to the
fird Mormon settlers. Onthewallswere painted the
homes and buildings as they appeared when the
Saints settled there.

Then we crossed the Missouri River into
Nebraska, where we visited the Pioneer Mormon
Cemetery at Florence or "Winter Quarters.” There
we have a memorid thet is a credit to the Church.
Onalarge bronze plaque arethe names of the nearly
sx hundred Saintswho died and were buried in this
enclosure that terrible winter a Winter Quarters.
Among the names were two Shumways. Grandpa
(Charles Mendon) Shumway's grandmother and
aunt, (wife and daughter of Charles Shumway).
Inscribed on the West Gate are these words, "In
loving memory of the six thousand devoted
pioneers who died on the plains between 1846
and 1869." On the South Gate were these words,
"For they shall rest from their labors here and
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continue their work," D& C Sec. 124:86.

FromWinter Quarters, wefollowed the Pioneer
Trail on to Sdt Lake City.

| have taken many parts in drama and playsin
my lifetime, but the most outstanding part | have ever
taken was in the Shelley Stake drama caled "A
Stranger Passes," presented March 19, 1946. |
played the "Stranger.”

On July 21, 1951, in connection with the
Shdlley Stake Pioneer Day Celébration, a pageant
was presented which was called "The Land of
Promise”" Init | played the part of a grandfather.

In 1949, | was sustained as Stake
Superintendent of the Sunday School, and in this
work | received alot of joy vigting the ten wardsin
the Shelley Stake and meeting many people. After
my release as Superintendent, | was sustained as
Group Leeder of the High Priestsin the Shelley First
Ward. Later | was appointed President of the First
Ward Choir, and | adso served as Chairman of the
Ward Education Committee.

Another baby girl blessed our home on the 8th
of December 1948. We gave her the name of
Neva, and we dl loved her very much.

Anona was expecting a baby in the spring of
1950, and two months before the baby wasdue, she
began hemorrhaging. Shewas hospitdized for afew
days, but on the 26th of May 1950, our little baby
boy was dillborn. We held grave side services for
him and buried him beside our little Merrill. We
amogt lost Anona, too. Shewasvery ill, but through
the power of adminigtration and faith, she recovered
and was dlowed to continue raisng our family, for
which | will ever be grateful to my Heavenly Father.

On September 20th, 1950, Anonaand |, along
with her brother Charles and his wife, Ada, and her
brother Dean and his wife, Eveyn, al left for a
weeks trip up into the northwest. We visited with
my Sster Zdia in Portland, Oregon and my sster
Oreta in Ellensburg, Washington. We a0 visited

the Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River, the
base of which coversthirty-five acres.

On November 16, 1950, our oldest daughter
Deona married a returned missonary, Donad
Robinson Kirkham, in the 1daho Falls Temple.

On March 26, 1953, our first grandchild was
born to Donald (Bob) and Deona, and they named
her Gayla

Our son Thayne received acdl to fill amisson
in Argentina, South America, and he left SAt Lake
City the 25th of November 1953. Our son Dale
aso recaived acdl tofill amissonin Argentinaand
left September 4th,

1955. Thayne and Dae adways liked to do things
together 50 this seemed naturd. It was normally
quite unusua for brothersto be in the same misson
at the same time, and as a climax to this specia
privilege, they were given the opportunity to labor
together as missonary companions for four months.

After Thayne's return from his misson, he was
drafted into the U.S. Army where he served for two
years. Upon his return from the service he married
Alene Beth Cox in the Idaho Fdls Temple on the
24th October 1958.

Dde returned from his misson and married
Denise Ann Cox (a cousin of Alengs) in the Idaho
Falls Temple on the 22nd of August 1958.

During my life | have held civic postions which
included serving on the County Soil Conservative
Committee, serving as Chairman of the Shelley
Loca Farm Bureau, Vice Presdent of the Idaho
Purebred Sheep Breeders Association, and on the
committee of the ldaho Annua Spud Day
Cdebretion in Shelley, 1daho.

Our farm was consdered an attractive farm,
and on it severd farm tours were conducted. | had
a sgn made tha read, "The Riverbank Farm,
Purebred Panama Sheep." Under the direction of
our County Agent, someof the toursincluded Sheep
Tours, Dairy Tours, Irrigation Tours, €tc.
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During the fall and winter of '58 and '59, we
built anew brick house at 356 North Park in Shelley
and moved into our new home in February of 1959.
(This move did not require that we change wards).
Our son Dde, and hiswife Denise, then moved onto
the farm.

In 1961, | was sustained as a member of the
Stake Senior Aaronic Priesthood Committee.

On 314t of August 1961, Julene married Larry
Earl Hampton in the Idaho Falls Temple.

February 23, 1964, | was sustained as an
assgant Stake Clerk in the Shelley Stake. My
assgnment was Home Teaching and Secretary of
the Shelley Stake High Priests Quorum. | servedin
this assgnment under two stake presidents, Pres.
George E. Grover and Pres. Eugene Christensen,
until the time Anona and | were caled to fill a
misson for the Church.

Vanece married George Henry Sems on the
8th of October 1965, in the Idaho Falls Temple.

On February 21, 1968, Anona and | were
cdled to be officiators at the Idaho Falls Temple,
and are dill sarving in this caling a this writing
(October 15, 1981). This has been the most
enjoyable and spiritudly edifying experience in our
lives, even though we have to arise a 4:00 A.M. to
be at the Temple at 4:45 A.M. for our mesting with
the Temple Presdency. Many rich spiritud
experiences have come to us during our service as
officiators. One of the highlights is to see children
sedled to their parents—-al dressed in pure white. It
isabeautiful sght!

My father had four sons Evon Wedey,
Vernard, Elmer Delos, and Lenard G. All four of us
have served as officiatorsin the Idaho Fals Temple.

On August 21, 1968, our youngest, Neva,
married Hal Pratt Poulsen in the Idaho Falls Temple.
We are grateful that each of our children have
chosen to be married in the Holy Temple.

On November 1, 1968, Anonaand | received
misson cdls to serve in the Southwest Indian
Misson, under the direction of Misson President
Dde Tingey. This cal was one of the greatest
chdlenges my wife and | have ever had in our
lifeime of service in the Church. It was difficult to
know how to labor among the Indians, but with the
help of the Lord, and after placing oursaves on the
level of the Indian people, we found it mogt
rewarding. My first assgnment was to be Branch
President of the Perea Branch of the Galup Mission
Didrict, and thiswasredly atest of our faith. We
found five hundred members on the records of the
Branch, but only twelve to fifteen attended church
metings. Not one of the members held the
Melchizedek Priesthood. | had to lead the Singing,
then offer the prayer, administer to the Sacrament,
and then preach the sermon. | felt like a sectarian
miniger. | assigned Siser Huntsman to lead the
snging, teech the Sunday School classand, aso, to
be the custodian of the chapel. We were adlowed
$100.00 per month for the custodian, and weturned
this money into the Branch Budget, because they
wereinthered. Wedid the custodian work without

pay.

Perea Branch was Navgjo country. Wehad an
old breezy trailer home as our living quarters, with
no neighbors, no car (when we sarted), no
telephone, and we fdt isolated from the rest of the
world. We went into
Gdlup, the "Indian Cgpitd" of the world, for our
groceries and to Didtrict mesetings. It was at Peres,
on January 18th, that Thayne and Alene brought our
new pickup, and were we glad to see them and the
pickup. Before we left Perea Branch, we had an
average of seventy-five in attendance, and | had a
Lamanite counselor holding the Priesthood and
another Lamanite brother ready to be advanced to
the Priesthood to be my other counsdor. It wasin
this branch that we were given a most beautiful
Navgo rug by Sister Grace Charleton.

Our next assgnment was down at Fort Apache
in Arizona among the White River Apachés. We
were sent there to finish a farm project which hed
been gtarted. We were only there for four months,



- EDH - 10 -

but we learned to love the Apaches. They were
morejovid thanthe Navgos. Here Sister Huntsman
learned to do bead work, as taught by the Apache
Sigters. She aso got a cradle board in which they
pack their babies. The Apaches were skilled in
meaking cradle boards.

We were then transferred to Dulce, New
Mexico. It wasway up in the northern part of the
State, just next to the Colorado State line. Herewe
labored among the Hickorella Apaches. We spent
our time prosdyting and heping in the Branch as
teachers in the Sunday School and Priesthood
mestings.

We baptized many, including one family, the
Montoyas. This branch was well organized. We
found it to be very cold the winter we spent there,
but we had acomfortable two-room hometo livein.

While there, Dale, Denise and family visted us
and then Hal and Neva came and spent Christmas
Day with us. It was ared joy to see some of our
family again. George and Vanece, and their son
Travis, dso cameto vidt usat Dulce.

We enjoyed our labors there in Dulce very
much, and while laboring there, we were presented
with the Second Miler Pin by Presdent Dde
Tingey. We were the only couple out of sixteen that
received this honor for extra service.

Wefdt surewewould remain therethe baance
of our misson because of the success we
experienced, but early one morning, President
Tingey cdled me and sad, "Elder Huntsman, | felt
ingpired to cal you to go down among the Pueblo
Indians to help them get their gardens and farms
back in cultivation. They are on the verge of losing
their water right on the Rio Grand. Will you go
down and help them?' | sad, "Presdent Tingey, if
you fed ingpired to send us, certainly | will go!" So
on May the 1<, 1970, we said goodbye to the
Apaches in Dulce and packed our pickup to leave
for Santa Clara, New Mexico.

On ariving in Santa Clara, May 2nd, we found
the worgt trailer accommodations we had ever had
during our mission experience. No shower or bath,
no ventilation, except the door. When Sigter
Huntsman saw where we were going to be living,
ghe could not contain hersdlf and broke down and
cried. We got consent from President Tingey to get
an ar conditioner to put in the trailer so it would be
livable. 1t was now early May and there was much
to be done.

We found a suitable spot to plant an
experimenta garden and leveled it with two shovels
and aleveler we made out of 2 X 4's. The Elders
and | pulledit by hand lengthwise and crosswise until
it waslevel enough towater. Anonaand | then went
up to Espanola and bought seeds of al kinds to
plant. We spent two days down on the river
bottoms where the cows had bedded and picked up
cow chipsto put on the garden, because | could see
that the soil waslacking in humus. We put one sack
of fertilizer and the cow chips on the area then
planted the seed. | would like to mention here that
when we went to the Governor of the tribe to get
permission to help his people and get a piece of
ground for the garden, he said, "Ground no good!"
Soil dead!” | said to him, "If you will let us have
some soil, I'm sure we can bring it back to lifel™ So
he consented. No one will ever know how that
garden "blossomed as a rose," except those who
saw it. The tomato vines grew four feet tal and
were S0 heavy with tomatoes that they laid down on
the ground. They measured six feet acrossthe vine.
Whenthe Indians saw thisgarden, they al wanted us
to help themget agarden started. Wdll, thiswasthe
dart of the farm projects among the Pueblo Indians.
We dso had two fields of corn, and when Dr.
Farnsworth came down from B.Y.U. to help with
testing the ground, he said to me, "Elder Huntsman,
you are growing 30 ears of corn where the Indians
are growing one ear of the Indian corn.”

With the help of the Lord, we were able to
prove to the Indians that their ground was not
"dead," and that they just had to put something back
into the soil, rather than just take it off of the sail, as
they had done for hundreds of years.
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In Santa Clara, we lived next door to the
Eugene Naranjo family who became and are our
dear friends. Bob and Deona, and their family, came
and visted uswhile a Santa Clara, and what a joy
it was to see them.

We returned home from our misson in
November 1970. We had our Welcome Home
Program on December 20, 1970. Larry and Julene
came from Cdiforniaand were there with the rest of
our children.

Upon returning home, | was assigned by the
Misson and the Brigham Y oung University to work
on acommittee of three to get free machinery from
the stakes to send to the Indians to help them with
their farming. We were able to secure eight truck
loads of tractors and machinery to send down to
them. Four of the trucks were the large semi forty
foot type loaded to capacity with farm machinery
and tractors. And thus ended our mission among
Indian Isradl.

In 1977, we had 500 acres of ground under
cultivation among the Pueblo people, which started
with the help of a couple of missonaries from
Shdley, Idaho, and awhole new life had opened up
for those dear Lamanite people.

In the Fal of 1971, we were very happy when
two of our children, Thayne Huntsman and family
and Bob Kirkham and family, each took an Indian
placement student into their homes. These students
returned year after year. Our whole family has a
specid placein their hearts for those brown skinned
brothers and ssters.

On October 13, 1974, at the age of 73, | was
cdled to serve on the High Council of the Shelley
Idaho Stake. My assgnment being the secretary of
the Stake High Priests Quorum, Genedlogy, and
Temple assgnments. While sarving in this capacity,
we set up anew Branch Genedogicd Library inthe
Shelley Idaho Stake.

On October 30, 1979, we were called to
attend the Idaho Falls Temple to receive a

Soecial Blessing under the hands of President
Soencer W. Kimball and President Nathan E.
Tanner.

During the year of 1979, Anona and my
descendants totaled 47, and each of our childrenand
grandchildrenwere active in the Church and serving
the Lord in the capacities to which they had been
cdled. Each of our children were holding executive
postions in the Church a that time Thayne as
Bishop, Deona as Stake Y oung Women President,
Dae as a High Councilman, Julene as President of
the Ward Rdlief Society, Vanece as a counsglor in
the Ward Y oung Women, and Nevaas President of
the Ward Primary. We are extremely proud of each
of them.

On Saturday, June 23, 1979, our children
honored Anona and | on our 50th Wedding
Anniversary with an open house in our back yard.
We had beautiful wegther, lovely refreshments, and
235 guests cdled during the evening.  All of our
family were present with us, and they presented us
with a Book of Remembrance which held the
persona higtories of our family members. Our
children sang a song written for us on this occasion
by Gaylaand Holger Nickd.

In 1980, we had five grandsons in the misson
fidd at the sametime. They and their missonswere
asfollows

Lane Huntsman AugrdiaMebourne
Michad Kirkham Japan-Kobe

Darren Huntsman Missouri-Independence
Bryan Huntsman Cdifornia-Oakland
Mark Kirkham Japan-Fukuoka

We gave each of our children anacreof landin
the pasture dong the south bank of the Snake River
on our farm. Bob and Deona built a new home
there, Thayne and Alenefollowed, and then George
and Vanece built their new home. Dde and Denise
built onto thefarm housewhereweraised our family,
and now thesefour familiesare dl in the sameward,
the Woodville Second, while Anonaand | areinthe
Shdlley Firdt.
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On July 24, 1980, my children had a big
birthday party for me on my 80th birthday. They
portrayed my lifein picturesand served refreshments
to the many friends and relatives who dropped in.
We had a lovdy program, with some of the
grandchildren performing and a couple doing some
Hawaiian songs and dances.

In September 1980, the doctor diagnosed a
skin cancer on my forehead, so in October | had to
go into the hospita to have it surgicdly removed.
This was my firg time in the hospital and the first
surgery of any type | had ever had. | have never
had a broken bone or any hedth problem. That's
pretty good for an eighty year old man to be ableto

sy!

On October 28, 1981, after serving amost
fourteenyears under four different temple presidents
(Parley A. Arave, Cecil Hart, D.V. Groberg, and
Devere Harris), Anona and | were released as
Temple Officiators at the Idaho Falls Temple. This
service was one of the richest spiritual experiences
of our lives. We plan to go to the temple and do
endowments for the dead as long as our hedth will

permit.

In January 1982, we were assigned to arrange
and hold Home Evenings weekly a the Shdter
Home, 328
State Street, in Shelley. At that time | served asthe
Priesthood Music Director, Secretary of the High
Priests Group and as aHome Teacher doing 100%
home teaching every month.

Anona and | ill plant and care for a large
garden by oursdves. | am a farmer a heart and
enjoy working in the soil, growing pretty flowers,
growing and sharing the garden produce with our
family and neighbors. We have a nice raspberry
patch which we share with our children and from
which we sdl some berries.

At thiswriting [Jduly 1983] our descendantstotal
sixty-four.

EPILOGUE

Delosloved his children and grandchildren and
would often baby-gt the little ones while ther
mothers would go shopping, €tc., with Anona. His
was a life of service.

He and Anona continued driving to the Temple
once or twice a week, doing three or four
endowmentseach day. Delos reflexesdowedin his
latter years, and hisfamily feared for hissafety, soin
1987, they approached him about giving up his car
keys. Hekindly sad he had been thinking about it
and knew it wastime. Itwashard for himto haveto
be dependent on others for transportation, but he
had agood attitude. The family pledged to drive he
and Anona anywhere they wished to go and kept
that promise.

So in April 1988, his last car, a gold colored
Dodge, was sold to a nephew, Brent Shumway.
The folks were happy that a relative was enjoying
their "good old car," and it tickled them as they
would seeit being driven past their home. Delosand
Anonalived just ablock and ahdf fromtheir chapd,
S0 when the weather was good, they would walk to
churchaminam.

Delos loved parades, and when the flag went
by, he was the firg to stand, remove his hat and
place his hand over his heart. Often you would see
atear in hiseye. Heloved his country!

In the summer, he dways planted agarden and
flowers and took great pride in his yard, which had
the greenest grass, the first flowers, and the first
vegetables of the season. In the winter, he enjoyed
meking latch hook rugs and wall hangings. Hetook
good care of hisfamily and his neighbors, especidly
the widows on his block.

Delos began having a problem swalowing his
food and would often choke. In January 1990, he
choked on apiece of orange and then was unableto
drink or eat. He was taken to the Blackfoot
Hospital where asurgeon said the X-rays showed a
blockage of the esophagus, either something he had
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tried to swalow or a mass. His family was
concerned. Hisson administered to him before they
took him to surgery. The surgeon identified the
problem, which was the piece of orange, and they
dilated his narrowing esophagus. Deloswas agood
patient, and following the procedure, he was ableto
take nourishment and keep it down, and he returned
to his home that evening. He and the family were
very grateful for the blessings of the Lord in his
behdf.

Delos dways loved watching the fireworks on
the 4th of July, but on the 1990 holiday, he wasjust
too tired to go and stayed at home and retired at
7:00 P.M.

As is evident, Ddos and Anona were
completely devoted to the Church during their entire
lives. Their faith never wavered. They enjoyed
attending church meetings and socias and doing
temple work as often as health permitted. One day
in December of 1990, they spent ten hours in the
temple doing five endowment sessions.

Delos hedth remained very good for his age,
but the last few years of his life, his family could tell
that he was definitdy aging, and his energy leve
gregtly diminished. In spite of this, he remained
active in the Church right up until his desth. Hehad
maintained a 100% Home Teaching record al his
life, even doing it the month he passed away, and as
usud, on the second Wednesday.

The spring of 1991 wasthefirs year Delosdid
not plant his own garden. Hejust didn't fed uptoit.
Thayne and Anona planted it, and Anona sold the
raspberry starts and weeded the flowers, which
were jobs Delos usudly enjoyed doing.

Dedos loves were: Anona, the Church, his
family, honey, dtrawberries, ice cream, crisp
cookies, bread and milk for supper, and potatoes
prepared any way. He enjoyed family get-togethers,
reunions, and especidly his 24th of July birthday
every year. The year of 1991 was to be abig 90th
birthday party for him. Plans were well underway,
invitations sent, and the birthday cake ordered.

Delos had experienced some dizziness and
would sometimesfal. At times hewould even lose
consciousness momentarily. A week before his
passng away, he fdl, bruisng his rib cage. This
madeit difficult for him to breathe degply. Hebegan
coughing and he developed pneumonia, becoming
too wesk to stand.

Inanswer to prayers, never having spent anight
in a hospitd in hiswhole life, the spirit of this good
mandeparted hiseighty-nineyear old worn out body
peacefully a his home on Friday the 28th of June
1991, with his beloved Anona and family members
around him. How grateful they were that he could
dip away s0 quickly and easily without pain.

So the birthday party plans were cancelled and
a funera service was arranged ingead. On 2 July
1991, Dedlos family expressed atemporary goodbye
as he was lad to rest in his loved Temple clothing.
The weether was beautiful and so was the service,
with family members providing the prayers and
mudc. Neva gave a life sketch, and son-in-law
Dondd Kirkham paidtributeto himinatak inwhich
he described how Deos loved his Savior and was
obedient to His teachings dl of his life. He
compared Delos to some of the prophets of the Old
Testament, dating that if Delos had lived in Noah's
time, hewould have said, "Get the kids, Anona, and
let'sget ontheboat.” And if he hed livedin Jonah's
time, he would have said, "l know it may not do
much good, but if the Lord asked us to, let's go to
Nineveh and preach." Then he said, "It's a good
thing the Lord didn't pick Delos for Adam, or
none of us would be here today, because he
would still be sitting in the Garden of Eden. If
the Lord told him not to partake of the fruit, he
would not!"  Dondd aso gently admonished those
who needed to make some changesto get their lives
in order, to do so by following Delos excellent
example.

As a find tribute, following the dedicatory
prayer at the Hillcrest Cemetery in Shelley, each of
his daughters and adult granddaughters placed single
long stemmed roses upon his casket, and hewaslaid
to rest beside histwo infant sonswho preceded him.
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His daughter Deona stated, "Delos may have
been short in dature (being 5' 4" in height), but he
was a giant of a man, with agreeat spirit in the eyes
of hiswife, hisfamily and al who knew him."

Deos and Anona had been blessed to spend
sixty-two years together taking care of each other.
Ther posterity totaled one hundred when he passed
away, which included thirty-four grandchildren (one
grandson deceased) and thirty-five great
grandchildren.

How appropriate that Delos, the Patriarch
of such a large posterity which he loved and
was so proud of, should go first and prepare a
way for the rest of hisfamily. How grateful his
family members are for the knowledge and
blessings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. How
happy they are for having the opportunity of
knowing and loving him! The memory of this
great husband, father and grandfather will
always be cherished.

M ay each member of hisfamily honor hisgood
name by righteous living.

O my Father, Thou that dwellest
In the high and glorious place,
When shdl | regain thy presence,
And again behold thy face?

In thy holy habitation,

Did my spirit once resde?

In my firgt primeva childhood,
Was | nurtured near thy sde?

When | leave thisfrall existence,
When | lay thismortd by,

Father, Mother, may | meet you
Inyour roya courts on high?

Then, at length, when I've completed
All you sent me forth to do,

With your mutua approbation

Let me come and dwell with you...

O O O O O
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